THE THIRD INSCRIPTION

enjoyment by his beloved devotees and which was carried
off on various occasions, who has conquered misery,
who is the constant asylum (or light) of that Lakshmi
whose residence is the lotus, and who is ever victorious :
May he be glorious. Next to him, may he (Skanda
Gupta) be victorious, whose breast is encircled with
wealth and splendour, who obtained the fame of a hero
by his own arm, the supreme king of kings, who, acting
as Garuda, does by his (Vishnu's) command, destroy
the poison-like power of the snake-like kings with their
hoods in the form of pride and conceit. The abode of
kingly qualities, he, the far-famed Skanda Gupta of great
wealth, who had already humbled his enemies, possessed
himself on his father's attaining by the force of his merits
the friendship of Devas, of the earth, which contains
the gems of the four oceans, and is skirted by beautiful
countries. He is indeed victorious, whose enemies even
in Mlechha countries with their pride destroyed from the
very root declare ... his glory. Whom, Lakshmi, who
in her wisdom having carefully reflected and considered
all the causes of good and bad qualities, and rejected
one after another the sons of kings, at last chose for her
lord. Whilst this king was governing the earth no one
amongst his subjects departed from the path of duty,
was miserable, poor, vicious, miserly, deserving of punish-
ment, or suffering from pain. Having thus conquered
all the pride of his enemies and having established
protecting officers in all the countries of the world, he
began to think intently. " What person is there who is
at once competent, and far-seeing, modest and with
faith, full of wisdom and memory, who is endowed with
truth, straightforwardness, generosity, moral worth,
sweetness, talent, and glory ; who is greatly devoted and
attached; manly; whose mind is devoid of every kind
of deceit caused by the four Upadhis (viz. Dharma,
Artha, Kama, and Moksha); whose heart is ever intent
on the discharge of his obligations; who is devoted to
the good of mankind; and who by righteous means is
able to earn wealth, to preserve and increase it, and to
spend it on proper objects. Who is there qualified best
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